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Introduction

A "History of the Eagles Mere Association" sounds quite formal, first
as applied to a group less than twenty years old, and second, as the
work of a very amateur historian. Perhaps ""Progress Report" would be
a better title. 1In any case, the purpose of such a short, informal

history is to serve as a reference for anyone who might want to know
what happened and who was involved.

Most of the material is taken from Association minutes of meetings
of the members and of the trustees, as well as from various letters
in the Association files. This has been supplemented by informal
talks with people who took part in the events recorded. There are
sure to be errors and omissions, and we will be very grateful to
those readers interested enough to help set the record straight.

Also, since any record of events necessarily includes the viewpoint
of the recorder, the bias here should be stated at the very start.

In a time of''every man for himself" and in a country increasingly
disenchanted with the performance of our institutions, the story of
the Eagles Mere Association is both reassuring and remarkable. How
did an organization in a small, somewhat remote community, active
chiefly in the summer with many of its members widely scattered
during the rest of the year, accomplish so much? Because, in spite
of its limitations, the Eagles Mere Association has had two important
assets. First, the power of an idea whose time has come, and second,
a group of members who have really cared about Eagles Mere and who
have been willing to devote substantial time, effort and cooperation
to furthering the Association's activities and goals.
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